
!1

ALWAYS 

FORWARD
July 2019 
 Volume 6, Issue 2

St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of  the Cross, St. Dominic 

Board of  Directors 
President: 

Melia Reed 
President Elect: 

Mark Halleck 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Jim & Jennifer Stevens 

VP Membership: 
Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 

VP Programs: 
Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 

VP Communications: 
Lynn Lucas 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Kay Nelson 

Chaplain: 
Father Felix Osasona 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

O my Jesus, I beg you on behalf  of  the whole Church: 
Grant it love and the light of  your Spirit, and give power to the words of  priests so that 
hardened hearts might be brought to repentance and return to you, O Lord. 
Lord, give us holy priests; you yourself  maintain them in holiness. 
O Divine and Great High Priest, may the power of  your mercy accompany them 
everywhere and protect them from the devil’s traps and snares which are continually 
being set for the souls of  priests. 
May the power of  your mercy, O Lord, shatter and bring to naught all that might 
tarnish the sanctity of  priests, for you can do all things. 

Prayer by St. Faustina
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Message from Our President

I wish you all warm sunny hello,

	 I pray that you received many blessings as we 
celebrated Ascension, Pentecost and priestly ordination in 
the past weeks. I know that many of you joined Doug and I at 
the Co-Cathedral for the ordination of the largest number of 
priests in the past three decades. To begin the ceremony 
with a Rosary for Vocation was a long time desire for the 
Serrans of District 10 and thanks to Father Richard, it was 
realized. Father Richard is very busy coordinating a 
communal living experience with the 10 incoming 
seminarians during the month of June and our club will be 
hosting our annual New Seminarian and Family Dinner on 
July 9. 

	 Kudos to all of you who have committed to be on a 
team for our Adopt a Seminarian/Religious initiative. I have 
had the opportunity to share your enthusiastic participation 
with the other clubs in Galveston-Houston and will utilize 
what we’ve learned to develop a template for them for the 
fall. Of course we will continue to develop the relationships 
begun this past year and will be adding new names this fall. 
If you are not a team member and would like to be involved, 
please contact me or Charlie Garland. 

	 I hope you saved to a permanent file our club roster 
that Mary Lou sent out recently. It’s very handy to have 
readily available when the need arises. 

	 Please continue to pray for vocations every day - even if it’s as you float in a 
pool, travel to exotic destinations, or shelter in the air conditioning. 


Blessings, 
Melia 
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Dan Kidd, fellow Serran and Executive Director and CEO of  Shalom Center was an awesome informative speaker 
at our June meeting.  Shalom Center is a residential renewal and treatment center for Catholic clergy and men and 
women religious founded in 1990.  Dan has been working in treatment centers 
for Catholic priests and religious for the last twenty years.   
Dan began his talk by thanking Serrans for all they do to help the Shalom 
Center, for financial support, prayers, serving meals, driving residents to 
appointments and Doug serving on the Board.   

This year, continued Dan, has been a challenge.  September 19, 2018, at 9:30 
a.m., twenty police officers from several branches of  law enforcement 
descended upon the premises without warning.  They spent the entire day, 
searching, reading all files not just the one related to the warrant.  Residents 
were forced to spend the day in the chapel and were not allowed to leave.  All 
electronics, including personal cell phones and tablets were confiscated. 
Reporters were outside the gates as helicopter flew overhead.  This was beyond 
stressful for the Shalom people as their promise to the residents was always to 
trust and maintain confidentiality.  
Months later they were allowed to go the police department to retrieve their 
computers and there was absolutely no system to the assortment of  computers from many sources.  The emotional 
and financial strain has been great,  Over $50,00 has been spent on legal fees, security had to be added, surveillance 
cameras installed, computers and cell phones needed to be replaced, and the loss of  all pertinent information has 
added to the stress. But, Shalom is strong and is surviving.  The four main reasons that religious come to the Shalom 
Center are: #1 depression, #2 anxiety, #3 inappropriateness with adults, and #4 alcohol abuse.  Boundary issues, 
usually simple gestures, but in this culture of  suspicion has also been an issue.    

More than 50% of  accusations of  abuse are false.  These accusations even though false causes pain to the ones 
accused.  It is painful for us, the faithful to hear of  abusive actions from those we want to trust, 
but we must remember to not allow our faith to rely on ANY person, but rely on God. 

Dan ended his talk by reminding us that the Church has the answers.  It is all about the 
salvation of  souls - this is the mission from God.  As John the Baptist said, he must decrease as 
He increases.  It is not about me, but about Him. 

Displaying the book, To Save a Thousand Souls, Dan recounted that last year we saved at least 
74,00 souls!
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Father Felix 
led us in 
prayer and 
celebrated his 
19th  year 
anniversary 
as a priest.  
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N e w s w o r t h y

ORDINATION  JUNE 1, 2019
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A d o p t  a  R e l i g i o u s  n e w s

Frater Lazarus met with his adoptees for lunch.  Mom, 
Cecilia McDonald was happy to see her son home for 
summer break.  Frater Lazarus is with the Norbertine Order 
and was such a wonderful source of information about his 
order and his path to discernment.

Father Kingsley Nwoko, no longer a seminarian, but a 
newly ordained priest celebrates his first Mass.

Want to join the Adopt a Religious Team?  
Contact Charlie Garland, 
charles.garland@lpl.com
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N e w s w o r t h y  A r o u n d  t h e  d i o c e s e

Archdiocese Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday, July 30, 7:30 a.m. 
Mariott Marquis Houston 

https://www.archgh.org/news-events/
events/prayer-breakfast/

Father Richard asked for some help to 
clean a residential house for the new 
seminarians who are enrolled at St. 
Mary’s. There is 10 new seminarians. 
The house is next to Saint Patrick’s in 
Galveston. Heading up the cleaning 
brigade are: Amanda McCall, Sheila 
Yepsen, Father Richard, Melia Reed, 
Doug Reed, and from the Galveston 
club, Vince Cavarretta the new 
Governor Elect for Serra District 10, 
Tom Cassanno, and not pictured, still 
inside working, VP Communications 
Linda Cassano and Secretary Kim 
Mary Cavarretta.
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Tues. July 9 - Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Tues. July 9 - Seminarian and Families Dinner at St. Mary’s Seminary.   
• Fri. July 12 - Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Mon. July 22 - Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s 6:30 p.m. 
• July 26-28 - Archdiocese Youth Conference 
• July 30 - Archdiocese Prayer Breakfast -see link on previous page 
• August 1 - Concert for Life, Fr. David Michael Moses 
• Sept. 21 - Sisters of  Jesus the Saviour, Silver Jubilee  

July Anniversaries of 

Ordination 

July 16 -  Sr. Jacinta Nwagwu, Daughters of 
Divine Love 
July 16  - Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, Archdiocese 
Chancery Office 
July 20 - Sr. Nohemi Lara, CMST, Missionary of St. 
Theresa 
July 21 - Sr. Mary Theda, Daughters of Divine Love 

July Birthdays  

4 - Rev. Brian Elders, St. Mary’s 
Seminary 
5 - Sr. Jane Michael, Jesus the Saviour Convent 
7 - Fr. Juan Francisco Aguiar Arce, C.S., St. Leo 
the Great 
8 - Sandie Taylor 
9 - Peggy Angelino 
14 - Nick Quinn 
18 - Claude Guillemette, Sr. 
19 - Kay Nelson 
23 - Fr. Jeff Bame, Archdiocese Chancery Office 
24 - Deacon Olatunde Branche, St. Mary 
Magdalene 

Keep our fellow Serrans in your prayers 

• Cardinal DiNardo as he recovers from his recent 
illness, leads the Conference of  Bishops, and deals with 
current allegations. 

• Please pray for the seven man recently 
ordained as priests as they answer 
God’s call to serve. 

• Pray a Novena of  9 Rosaries for Bishop 
Sheltz as he deals with the false 
allegation. 

• Congratulations to Jim and Jennifer Stevens as they 
welcome their new baby granddaughter.  

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please 
contact President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other 
Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share 
stories, pictures, prayers.

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Saint Augustine of Hippo

Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my 
thoughts may all be holy.  Move in me, 
Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be 
holy.  Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, 
that I may love only what is holy.  
Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may 
defend all that is holy.  Protect me, 
Holy Spirit; that I may always be 
holy.

John 15:16 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you.

Psalm 24:4b 
Teach me your paths, my God, and guide me in Your truth.


